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vacation 

time and 

study leave 

time over 

the course 

of the year, 

but we felt 

this 

lengthier 

immersion 

into a different location 

would be more restorative.   

We will be spending 

two and a half weeks in the 

Yorkshire area of north 

England and two and a 

half weeks near Stirling, 

Scotland.  From those 

points, we look forward to 

The Rev. Dr. 
Roy Martin 

O 
n May 24th, Lisa 

and I will be 

taking an 

extended vacation to 

Great Britain. This is a 

trip we have been looking 

forward to for some time, 

as we both have family 

ancestry there and because 

we want to experience 

worship with our 

reformed sisters and 

brothers in the Church of 

Scotland and The United 

Reformed Church.  

But, mostly, we are 

just looking forward to a 

bit  of rest. Ordinarily, we 

would spread out our 

visiting villages, do a little 

antiquing and sightseeing, 

and as I said, rest. We will 

be back home July 3rd. 

I am a big believer in 

clergy taking time away to 

breathe, renew, and 

recharge.  We simply 

cannot “be there” for 

others if are not “there” for 

ourselves.  Dr. Elizabeth 

Scott, in an article entitled, 

“How to Take a Break 

from Work (and Why You 

Need To),” writes, 

“Whether you plan a 

vacation, a staycation, or a 

playcation, it’s important 

to take a break from your 

job, your routine, and the 

demands of life in order  

to keep stress levels in 

check.” 

To our clergy members, 

I encourage you take time 

for yourself. To our 

congregations and 

sessions, I hope you are 

encouraging your pastor, 

educator, and other staff to 

take some time away. I am 

grateful to the presbytery 

for allowing me to do so. 
 

Roy 
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https://www.gbpresbyterian.org/upcoming-events
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A 
t the February 
meeting of 
Presbytery, the 

Committee on 
Congregational 
Revitalization 
recommended that the 
name of this committee 
be changed from 
Committee on 
Congregational 
Revitalization to 
Committee on 
Congregational 
Discernment. The reason 
for this was to provide a 
more descriptive name for 
what the committee 
actually does and 
provides.   

Under the previous 
structure of the Presbytery, 
this committee was tasked 
to promote congregational 
renewal by providing 
helpful programmatic and 
ministry ideas.  The 
assigned function since 
restructuring has taken a 
different focus. Rather 
than being prescriptive in 
its assistance, the focus has 
become descriptive; that 
is, the committee now 
engages congregations 
first in a discernment 
process that helps 
congregations discover 
who they are, their 
strengths and challenges. 

This is the foundational 
work of this committee.  
The discernment process 
reveals the degree of 
health and vitality of the 
congregation, addressing if 
the congregation is able to 
truly gain from the 
revitalization process or if 
the congregation needs to 
face a different reality – 
like its dwindling ability to 
sustain itself and its 
ministries. 

The concern with using 
“revitalization” as part of 
the committee’s name is 
because it may promote a 
false sense of hope in 
congregations where 
revitalization may not be 
feasible. 

By naming this 
committee the Committee 
on Congregational 
Discernment, it better 
describes what the 
committee offers – insights 
to the congregation’s 
viability, its strengths and 
weaknesses, and then 
explores next steps to 
move toward what was 
discerned – revitalization, 
or the eventual ending of 
the congregation’s 
ministry. 

And this is work is not 
only for congregations that 
are facing difficult 
challenges. It is also 
available to those 
congregations that are 
moving forward in healthy 
ways and simply need a bit 
of assistance in discerning 
which steps to take next. 

Feel free to contact me 
at minister@fpc-
crestview.org to begin the 
discernment process. 
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H 
ave you ever 
wondered where 
to find the latest 

curriculum and Bible 
study resources? Whether 
you need VBS curricula, 
sermon ideas, Bible 
studies, or resources for 
Advent and Lent, PC
(USA) offers a ton of 
resources. The key is 
knowing where to look, or 
at least where to start. 
This article hopes to point 
you to a few of those 
useful sources.  
 
►Presbyterians 
Organized in Nurture & 
Teaching, aka POINT, 
aims to provide 
information on a broad 
range of children, youth, 
adult and intergenerational 
ministry resources.  
 
►POINT offers a 
resource library and a 
monthly newsletter. To 
stay in the loop for 
seasonal programming, 
sign up for the POINT 
monthly newsletter here.  
  
►For quick access to the 
POINT Resource Library, 
bookmark this webpage to 
review the latest 
devotional, educational 
and preaching guides.    
  
►Click here to find the 
2023 Lent Resource 
Guide for preaching, 
devotion and education.  
  
►The Office of Christian 
Formation offers several 
Quicksheets and 
Resources for Theology, 
Formation & Evangelism. 
These are 2-3 page PDFs 
full of ministry ideas and 

links to other resources on 
a variety of topics in the 
area of Christian 
Formation. 
  
►In addition to the 
online resources, the 
presbytery has our very 
own POINT person, Lisa 
Wilder, First Presbyterian 
Church of Quincy’s 
Director of Christian  
Education. Lisa has 
assisted with curriculum 
development and 
implementation for over 
35 years. Reach out  
to Lisa 
(WildeDCE@aol.com) 
for guidance on finding 
the resources best suited 
for your congregation.  
  

Related News:  
  
In January, Christian 
educators gathered online 
to discuss curricula in 
presbyteries, churches 
and homes. Presbyterian 
Publishing Corporation 
introduced new resources 
for 2023, outlined in an 
article by Beth 
Waltemath, of the 
Presbyterian News 
Service.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Image: March 2023 POINT newsletter 

https://thepresbyterianleader.us1.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=60164bdda6e4064d943bed8b2&id=ad05f0504a
https://thepresbyterianleader.us1.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=60164bdda6e4064d943bed8b2&id=ad05f0504a
https://www.pcusastore.com/Pages/Item/12943/POINT-Resource-Libraryaspx
https://www.pcusastore.com/Content/Site119/Basics/13841Lent2023pd_00000157116.pdf?utm_source=POINT%3A+Presbyterians+Organized+in+Nurture+and+Teaching&utm_campaign=f2172a5b8d-POINT%3A+Jan+Newsletter%3A+1%2F10%2F23&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_11645ce59b-f2172a5
https://www.pcusastore.com/Content/Site119/Basics/13841Lent2023pd_00000157116.pdf?utm_source=POINT%3A+Presbyterians+Organized+in+Nurture+and+Teaching&utm_campaign=f2172a5b8d-POINT%3A+Jan+Newsletter%3A+1%2F10%2F23&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_11645ce59b-f2172a5
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/theology-formation-and-evangelism/office-of-christian-formation/quicksheets-and-resources/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/theology-formation-and-evangelism/office-of-christian-formation/quicksheets-and-resources/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/theology-formation-and-evangelism/office-of-christian-formation/quicksheets-and-resources/
mailto:WildeDCE@aol.com
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/presbyterian-publishing-corporation-introduces-new-resources-for-2023/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/presbyterian-publishing-corporation-introduces-new-resources-for-2023/
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R 
ecently, I attended 
an online seminar 
sponsored by 

Candler School of 
Theology, entitled “Toxic 
Religion in Ethnic 
Nationalistic Identities.”  
Because of his firsthand 
experience in the Irish 
peace process, our 
presenter, Gary Mason, 
drew on lessons from the 
Irish troubles.   

He began by stating 
that three factors led to 
that Protestant-Catholic 
conflict: Land, identity, 
and religion – in other 
words, our space vs. your 
space, Christian 

Nationalism, and our 
church is the only church.  
He reminded us of Adolph 
Hitler’s defense of 
Providence to support his 
rise to power, which led to 
his seduction and 
recruitment of the German 
Church to serve his ends.  
Additionally, he referred 
to the elaborate religious 
system of apartheid in 
South Africa that was 
theologically and socially 
undergirded by Reformed 
churches.  All three 
examples of toxic religion 
supported violence and 
social systems. 

In Dr. Mason’s view, 

toxic religion and social 
injustice are becoming 
more and more prevalent in 
the United States today as 
religion is being 
weaponized and is being 
used to support violence 
and racial injustice.  He 
recalled that although Jesus 
was born into a violent 
world, he taught that the 
kingdom of God will come 
but not by the violence 
upon which toxic religion is 
predicated.  As Scripture 
testifies, God’s kingdom is 
defined by love -- mercy, 
justice and humility -- not 
by the politics of anger or 
fear.  The biblical 
understanding of the 
kingdom, found in Hosea 
and Micah, as well as in the 
Gospels, is that values of 
principle rather than power 
define its reality.  

Today, great emphasis is 
being placed on White 
America as divinely 
favored [chosen people].   
Every false gospel of 
Ethnic Nationalism is 
predicated on folk religion 
and upon its notion that one 
ethnic identity will make a 
nation great. The church’s 
job is to call out this false 
gospel.  As Dr. Mason said, 
“While politics has a strong 
grip on our hearts, the 
Gospel’s grip should be 
stronger.  Whatever our 
politics, we must sort out 
gospel truth, for politics are 
temporal but the Gospel is 
eternal.” 
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https://www.dogwoodacres.org/serve/
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I 
magine the world’s 
largest watermelon 
snowcone. Who 

doesn’t love snowcones? 
No one I know, and now 
nature is offering them for 
free. The problem is that 
they don’t taste good, and 
their location on the tops 
of mountains and in the 
polar regions makes it 
difficult to sample them, 
but they are free and they 
look attractive.  

Unfortunately, they are 
not a good thing.  They 
are one more sign of a 
warming world. 

A January 13, podcast 
from Living on Earth 
explains the phenomena.  
The snow is pink because 
of a summer bloom of a 
red colored algae that 
flourishes in melting 
snow. They are found 
worldwide and can be 
seen in patches the size of 
a small rug or can be as 
big as an entire snow 
field.  They have been 
studied in Greenland and 
elsewhere, but are not 
well-understood.   

They are caused by a 
green algae that has 
carotenoid pigments like 
are found in carrots. 
Scientists ominously also 
call it “glacier blood”. 

surfaces absorb the sun’s 
heat.  The polar regions 
reflect heat back to the 
atmosphere, but as they 
darken with the growth 
of algae, the heat is 
absorbed, leading to 
more melting. It’s a 
negative feedback loop 
that scientists have 
warned us about, so as it 
continues the algae will 
flourish in the melting 
snow, causing it to melt 
more quickly leading to 
more sea level rise and 
other problems.  

Pink snow is not an 
insignificant effect of our 
warming world, and it is 
not a snowcone. It is one 
more warning that all is 
not right with God’s 
creation. We have been 
given a privilege and a 
responsibility to care for 
God’s creation. I pray 
that we all begin to 
understand that we need 
to take this responsibility 
seriously, because not 
only do you not want to 
eat the yellow snow, you 
really don’t want to even 
see pink snow.   

To learn more, check 
out the story on Wired  
by Kylie Mohr.  

For you science nerds, 
how they make a living is 
fascinating. They live off 
photosynthesis. They 
need the cryosphere, the 
cold, and they use the 
sunlight to make sugar. 
They also need the 
nutrients, like phosphorus 
and nitrogen that are 
readily available in the 
melting snow.   

Under the warmer 
conditions with climate 
change, the snow starts to 
melt. The longer the 
summers in our warming 
world, the more free 
water that is available, 
and this allows the algae 
to take up nutrients and 
proliferate.  

One more science 
lesson: The albedo effect.  
Lighter surfaces reflect 
more sunlight (heat) back 
to the atmosphere. Darker 

Pink snow: A fascinating climate change effect? 

   Source:  Clean Future  

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/living-on-earth/id73330348?i=1000594381136
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/living-on-earth/id73330348?i=1000594381136
https://www.wired.com/story/pink-snow-is-not-a-cute-phenomenon-heres-why/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=GioIma9wn0WmrIrQFHahV8QP1zMRc5BOkzUHejt_sGlUNzFFUE5HWDI2R0tTWkdZQ1A3NUpDMTZHVC4u&fbclid=IwAR1ZoTc6X2NdJm1Sza8nAS2gKSEzP1uqaM8fXNUwLSeXb1EiKGsdOOhfepI


             

Mailing address: 
P. O. Box 7 

Chipley, FL 32428 
 

Physical address: 
3320 Harmony Rd 

PRESBYTERY 
OF FLORIDA 

 
Committee on Congregational 

Discernment (CCD) 
Rev. Mark Broadhead 

minister@fpc-crestview.org 
 

Committee on Dogwood Acres 
(CDWA) 

Rev. William “Bill” Lamont 

gbpcpastorbill@gmail.com 
  

Committee on Educational Resources 
(CER) 

Rev. Dr. John Stringer 
junctarheel@msn.com 

 

Committee on Ministry (COM) 
Rev. Dr. Joan Wooten 

joanwooten@fpcpensacola.com 

 
Committee on Mission and Outreach 

(CMO) 
Rev. Dr. Hugh Hamilton 
hugh@trinitypcola.org 

 
Committee on New Congregational 

Development (CNCD) 
Rev. A. J. Mealor 

revmealor@gmail.com 

 
Committee on Nominations (CN) 

Elder Rich Kangas 

kangas265@gmail.com  
 

Committee on  
Preparation for Ministry (CPM) 

Rev. Sheldon Steen 
Sheldon@cpcusa.org 

 
Committee on Presbytery 

Administration (CPA) 
Rev. Dr. Brad Clayton 

brad@faithpcusa.org 
 

Committee on Representation (CR) 
Elder Glenn Hodges 

ghodges37@comcast.net 
 

Coordinating and Planning 
Commission (CPC) 
Rev. Trinity Whitley 

trinity@faithpcusa.org 
 
 

Phone: 850-535-2335 
or 850-535-2440 

E-mail:  
office@presbyteryofflorida.com

Website: 
www.presbyteryofflorida.net 

Save the date (or visit http://www.presbyteryofflorida.net/events-calendars/) 

The Panhandle Presbyterian 

Looking ahead  

Thursday, June 1 
9 a.m. CDT/ 
10 a.m. EDT 

Committee on  
Mission and Outreach 
(CMO) 

Saturday, June 3 
10 a.m. . – 3 p.m. 

Laurel Hill Arts & Heritage 
Festival @ Laurel Hill 
Presbyterian Church 

Tuesday, June 6 
12 p.m. CDT/ 
1 p.m. EDT 

Committee on Educational 
Resources (CER) 

Thursday, June 8 
2 p.m.. CDT/ 
3 p.m. EDT 

Committee on  
Presbytery Administration 
(CPA) 

Sunday, June 18 Fathers Day 

Monday, June 19 Juneteenth 

Sunday, June 25  – 
Friday, June 30 

Dogwood Acres Summer 
Camp  – High School 
Week 

In May  

Tuesday, May 2 
12 p.m. CDT/ 
1 p.m. EDT 

Committee on Educational 
Resources (CER) 

Saturday, May 6 
9 a.m. – 2 p.m. CDT 

Gulf Breeze Presbyterian 
Car & Motorcycle Show 

Sunday, May 7 
3:30 p.m. CDT 

Bay Wind Community 
Band Concert @ Grace 
Presbyterian, Panama City 

Tuesday, May 9 
9:30 a.m.  CDT/ 
10:30 a.m. EDT 

Committee on Ministry 
(COM) 

Wednesday,  
May 10 
3:30 p.m.. CDT/ 
4:30 p.m. EDT 

Committee on  
Dogwood Acres (CDWA) 

Thursday,  
May 11 
2 p.m.. CDT/ 
3 p.m. EDT 

Committee on  
Presbytery Administration 
(CPA) 

Sunday, May 14 Mothers Day  

Tuesday, May 16 
10 a.m. CDT/ 
11 a.m. EDT 

Committee on 
Congregational 
Discernment (CCD) 

Saturday, May 20 
9 a.m. CDT/ 
10 a.m. EDT 

Spring Stated Presbytery 
Meeting, Dogwood Acres 
Registration begins an hour 
ahead 

Tuesday, May 23 
6 – 7:30 p.m. EDT 

UKirk Tallahassee  
Annual Meeting/ 
Open House 

Sunday, May 28 Pentecost 

Monday, May 29 Presbytery office closed 

Save the date! 

Spring Stated Presbytery Meeting 
Saturday, May 20 ● 9 a.m. CDT/10 a.m. EDT 
Registration begins an hour ahead 
 
Dogwood Acres Retreat Center & Summer Camp 
3320 Harmony Road, Chipley, FL 
 
www.presbyteryofflorida.net/presbytery-meetings/ 
 
 

http://www.presbyteryofflorida.net/events-calendars/)
http://www.presbyteryofflorida.net/presbytery-meetings/

