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grace in the context of 
personal relationships, 
particularly when 
Christians who live 
together worship together.  
Opportunities for 
household or family 
worship include: Sabbath-
keeping and rhythms of 
daily prayer; Bible reading, 
study, or memorization; 
prayers before meals; 
singing hymns, psalms, 
and other spiritual songs; 
and expressions of giving, 
sharing, and service to 
others. Congregations are 
encouraged to nurture and 
equip households and 
families for these 
practices.ò  W-5.0105 
   Now donôt get me wrong. 
The Reformed Faith 
always has and always will 
encourage worship in the 
gathered community of 
faith.  But, in these days of 
isolating ourselves as much 
as possible to stay well,  
isnôt it wonderful to  
know that worship is not 
limited to the gathered 
community but is 
encouraged at home? 
   I have had the joy of 
participating in worship in 
the sanctuaries of our 
presbytery and now online 
through video. And, 
although the latter is 
nowhere near as engaging 
as the former, I still 

experience 
the love of 
God 
through 
sermon and 
song and I 
know 
through 
faith that 
God hears 
our 
collective prayer and praise 
even though I can only hear 
my own. 
   Even as we pray for the 
day when this pandemic will 
end and we can return to 
worship in the sanctuary, I 
am grateful that we 
Presbyterians know that 
worship is not limited to that 
setting. I hope you  
are, too. 
 
Roy 

The Rev. Dr. 
Roy Martin 

I 
n this article, I wish to 
share with you the 
Presbyterian 

perspective on worship as 
it is presented in our Book 
of Order. When we think 
of worship, we tend to 
focus our thinking upon 
the gathered community in 
a sanctuary with  
pulpit and pews, preacher 
and choir, sermon and 
hymn. That, for us, is  
our primary experience  
of worship. 
   But the Reformed Faith 
of which we are a part has 
a much broader view of 
worship, and that broader 
view is reflected in the 
Directory for Worship 
section of our Book of 
Order. There, in addition 
to details about how we 
are to worship together, 
there is a chapter entitled 
ñWorship and Christian 
Lifeò. The chapter  
begins with a section 
called ñWorship and 
Personal Lifeò.   
   That section begins with 
this statement: 
ñWe respond to Godôs 
grace both in public 
worship and service and in 
personal acts of devotion 
and discipleship.ò   
W-5.0101 
   In a later section, there is 
this statement: 
ñWe respond to Godôs 

 

View the Presbyteryõs 

June 16 Presbytery 

Meeting live online at  

1 p.m. CDT/2 p.m. EDT   
Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/

Presbytery-of-Florida-

491384967591522/      

YouTube:  
www.youtube.com/channel/

UCCuBkqyXce8O9LH-

SkVHFioA  

https://www.facebook.com/Presbytery-of-Florida-491384967591522/
https://www.facebook.com/Presbytery-of-Florida-491384967591522/
https://www.facebook.com/Presbytery-of-Florida-491384967591522/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCuBkqyXce8O9LHSkVHFioA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCuBkqyXce8O9LHSkVHFioA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCuBkqyXce8O9LHSkVHFioA
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P 
resbytery Stated Clerk Jeannie 

Dixon has been working with our 

General Assembly commissioners 

and Young Adult Advisory Delegate 

(YAAD) to provide training and support 

for their participation in first-ever online 

General Assembly at the end of June. The 

first plenary will be Friday, June 19, 

beginning at 6 p.m. CDT/7 p.m. EDT and 

concluding with co-moderator elections. 

   The assembly will recess until the next 

Friday (June 26) when it will meet from 

10 a.m. ð 5 p.m. CDT/11 a.m. ð 6 p.m. 

EDT. The meeting will then conclude on 

Saturday, June 27, with the final 

plenary meetings from 10 a.m. 

ð 5:30 p.m. CDT/11 a.m. ð 

6:30 p.m. EDT. The meetings 

are all livestreamed from the 

GA web page (https://ga-

pcusa.org/) and from the GA 

Facebook page.   

   Everyone is encouraged to 

participate via the live streams.  

Please keep Rev. Brad Clayton,  

RSVP at https://actionnetwork.org/forms/rsvp-for-june-20-2020-mass-poor-peoples-assembly-moral-march-on-washington  

Delegates prepare for historic virtual 224th GA  

Elder Joanne Kublik, and YAAD Ryan 

Obray in your prayers.     

   All commissioners and alternates took 

part in training earlier this year. Shown 

from left, seated, are YAAD Ryan Obray 

(Trinity, Pensacola), Elder Commissioner 

Joanne Kublik (1st, Crestview), and 

Minister Commissioner Rev. Brad Clayton 

(Faith, Tallahassee). Standing are Rev. Dr. 

Martin, Elder Commissioner Alternate 

Linda Lovins (Christ, Tallahassee), Jeannie 

Dixon (Fellowship, Tallahassee) and 

Minister Commissioner Alternate Rev. 

Sharon Schuler (1st, Fort Walton Beach).  

https://ga-pcusa.org/
https://ga-pcusa.org/
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/rsvp-for-june-20-2020-mass-poor-peoples-assembly-moral-march-on-washington
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M 
yth Buster 6.  
(Partially 
Busted)  ñThe 
Committee on 

Ministry wonôt let us do 
what we want.ò This may 
be true, but in very few 
instances.  The reason 
being is some things 
congregations may want 
to do are contrary  
to our denominationôs 
constitution. 
   For example, temporary 
pastoral leadership.  
There are times when 
congregations need 
Interims, Stated Supplies, 
or Commissioned Lay 
Pastors. These are called 
Temporary positions.  

theological spectrum of 
our denomination, as well 
as follow proper 
Presbyterian polity.  Other 
denominations do not 
necessarily hold fast to our 
traditions, therefore a 
pastor/leader from other 
denominations may not be 
qualified to serve one of 
our congregations.   
   A person may be a great 
preacher, may have a great 
personality, etc.  But COM 
must take into account 
denominational 
requirements and use its 
collective wisdom and 
judgment on who will 
serve our congregations. 
 

This is the third article in a series hoping to share information on the work of the 
Committee on Ministry and to dispel myths that are typically heard. 

This means a pastor/leader 
has a contract with the 
Session, as compared to an 
installed pastor who has an 
agreement with the 
congregation and the 
Presbytery.  
   There are restrictions 
placed on COM and 
Presbyteries as to who may 
serve our congregations, 
such as they need to be 
PCUSA pastors, or part of 
a denomination ñin 
correspondenceò with the 
PCUSA, or have specific 
approval by COM.  These 
restrictions are to 
safeguard congregations 
by making sure they 
remain within the 

Committee on Ministry Myth-Busting, Part 3 

LIVE DATES: June 21ð 26, 2020 or watch the recordings anytime afterward! 
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Re-opening plans linked to congregational revitalization 

of worship. There may be 
no fellowship hour or in-
house luncheon. Sunday 
School teachers may 
wear gloves and masks. 
Nursery toys may be put 
away ï stored for the 
time being. Congregants 
may be required to sit six 
feet apart and wear 
masks out of respect and 
love for brothers and 
sisters who are more 
physically vulnerable. 
   Congregational 
revitalization that works 
best does so when 
excellent planning has 
taken place. The changes 
that are sure to  
happen as congregations 
reopen warrant prayerful, 
thoughtful, and coherent 
planning. Think of 

reopening in revitalization 
terms; our reopening 
plans surely can bless 
members and guests, 
especially when we plan 
with an understanding 
that we are seeking Godôs 
will, not our own. 
   If itôs true that the 
church doesnôt like 
change, well, weôre in for 
a very rough ride as we 
reopen. But if we look to 
God, who promises to do 
a ñnew thingò among us 
(Isaiah 43), then the 
changes we are sure to 
make out of love and 
concern for members and 
guests will be a blessing. 
And weôll get through it, 
maybe not completely 
unscathed, but still in  
one piece.  
   Blessings to every  
congregation as you 
tackle the HOW, WHEN, 
WHY, and IF of your 
churchôs grand reopening! 

S 
ince Florida has 
been allowed to re-
open bit by bit, 

there has been much 
discussion about  
ǒ HOW to reopen 
ǒ WHEN to reopen 
ǒ WHY reopen, and 
ǒ IF we reopen at all 
 
   For every HOW, 
WHEN, WHY, and IF 
question, there are a host 
of answers! For some 
congregations, reopening 
is a hotly contested topic 
between those who say 
YES to reopening NOW, 
and those who say NO to 
reopening any time soon. 
What are congregations  
to do? 
   CCR to the rescue! 
Perhaps conversations 
around these HOW, 
WHEN, WHY, and IF 
questions may allow 
sessions the opportunity 
to address the reality  
that reopening is 
inextricably linked to 
congregational 
revitalization.  
   There is no doubt that 
most of our congregations 
will undergo some  
degree of change as we 
reopen. Greeters may not 
stand so close to those 
who enter the building 
and may wear gloves, 
even masks. Ushers may 
not pass the offering 
plates. Elders may not 
serve the communion 
elements in the way that 
is familiar. Choirs may 
not sing from the choir 
loft, if there is any singing 
at all. Pastors may not 
shake hands at the close 

Presbyterian Peace Fellowship 


